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8:30 a.m.   Chapel Worship  

9:00  a.m.  Informal Worship 
 and Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

Nursery Care is available 
8:45 — 11:45 a.m. 
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Unity Shoppe provides food and clothing to families all year long. 

Their most requested item during the year is peanut butter.  

  Sunday, December 13  

we will be holding a “Peanut Butter Drive”.  
You are encouraged to bring a jar (or 2).  

There will be special boxes in the Narthex and  
the Pryor Fireside Lounge.  



Want to subscribe to the (electronic) Patio eNews? 
Just send your email address to newsletter@fpcsb.org 

 

PATIO NEWS: Editor: Juleine Schmidt; Editorial Staff: Lea Williams, Judith Muller, Chuck Curtis and Alice Williams; 
Reproduction: Ross Morrison. MAIL TEAM FOR October: Lee-Etta Clifford, Pat Corn, Alice Henry, Sash Irvine, Betty 
Rupp, Al & Arlene Noreen, Nancy Williams, Ruth Williams, Margaret Brown and Herb Linville.  

 Lifeline 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
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Member Moves  

Fay Westbury 
Vista Del Monte 
3775 Modoc Rd. #284 
Santa Barbara, 93105 
879-7768 

 

Doug & Carol  
DuCharme 
Maravilla 
5344 B Calle Real 
Santa Barbara, 93111 
685-8232 

 
 Have you moved? 
 Let us know! 
 
 
 
 

Birth Announcement 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

Maritt Williams Muir Blabey 
Born: 12:10 p.m. 

November 11, 2009 
7 lbs. 8 oz, 20 in. 

Daughter of Tom and Kristen 
Blabey, sister of Cyanne, 

great-granddaughter of the 
late Lillian Chambers 

 

Many thanks to everyone who  
       purchased pecans from  
              Presbyterian Women.  
               We made just about  
                $600.00 this year to  
   support various PW missions.    
    You are a most generous  
    congregation!  
                          ��������	
��  

The FPC Craft Group 
would like to thank all 
those who helped make 
our annual boutique a 
great success. Some of 
the proceeds will be used 
in the redecorating of 
Anderson Lounge. After a 
whole year of sewing, de-
signing and working , the 
Group was very happy 
with the sale. Thanks so 
very much. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
By now we’re all used to having 
major holidays announced by mail. 
No sooner is Halloween past than 
our mail boxes are filled with green-
and-red-colored catalogs prompting 
us to get going with our Christmas 
shopping. How many days left until 
the 25th? I’d rather not know. 
 
I hope that for you worship during 
Advent is a counterweight to the pressures of this season. 
Advent’s promise is the coming of Christ: his gracious pres-
ence among us, his promise of peace to us. Advent is a sea-
son of joy – a joy that takes its time in arriving. As we get 
closer, we see it more clearly. For this reason, we need each 
of Advent’s four weeks. It takes time to prepare for joy. 
 
How do you prepare for the coming of Christ? Does quiet 
time during the day open your heart and mind to his arrival? 
Does decorating your home in festive colors and family orna-
ments cause you to reflect on God’s rich blessings? Does the 
familiar and beautiful music of Advent and Christmas connect 
you to Christian hope?  
 
Advent is personal; its four weeks bring out in us a host of 
hopes and emotions. Advent is also for family, for friends, for 
being together with those we love. Deep memories come 
close in December. For this reason, these weeks are a sea-
son for caring deeply, for showing compassion toward those 
who have endured loss.  
 
Christmas catalogs stick with Santa. As a grandfather-to-be, I 
can relate to him. He’s the jolly old soul who brings gifts. He’s 
the one who comes and goes and doesn’t have to do the 
hard work of parenting. Jesus, however, comes and stays. 
He lives among us, giving himself completely for us. He is our 
comfort and joy. He is our hope. When we are together in 
worship, he is present. When we reach out to others, he is 
there. When we open the doors of our church, he is our guest 
and our host. 
 
May you be blessed in Advent and in these weeks of worship. 

Peter Buehler, Pastor 

 Pastors Message  
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“The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness will not overcome it”  
(see John 1:5) 
 

We love the metaphor of Jesus 
coming as the light into a dark world. In 
this season when the shortened days and 
the time change bring short days and 
longer nights we notice the dark more than 
ever. Sometimes I think of the spaces in 
life which seem dark, places of doubt, 
places of pain, places of fear. Each of 
these places needs the healing and clean-
sing light to illuminate the beauty which is 
God’s creation.  

 
The light of Christ blesses and 

beautifies all the dark spaces within us 
when we let his light shine in. This is a part 
of our spiritual journey and it becomes es-
pecially relevant as we journey toward the 
light of Christ in the manger on Christmas. 
May the light of Christ overcome your 
darkness. 

 
You might also wish to see how 

light is part of other religious traditions. 
Take the opportunity to attend the Festival 
of Lights: Celebrating the December Holi-
days as One Community. Thursday, Dec. 
17, 2009 6-9 p.m. at the Faulker Gallery at 
the Santa Barbara Library. An event for the 
entire family.  

   �  Love,        ������������������������� ���
�
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Judith Muller, Associate Pastor 
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Lifelong Learning 
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Dec. 6, 13, 20,*  

   Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31   

 KERYGMA  - “Into the World:  
  the Acts of the Apostles” 
A study by Carol J. Miller. Luke is 
your guide as you relive the events 
of the early church. Catch the wind 
of the same spirit that brings re-
newed life to today's Christians. 

This 14 week series will continue 
through Feb. 14, 2010 (*no class 
on Dec. 27 th). Leaders: Esther Ben-
nett, Bob Wennberg, & Meryle Gas-
ton. 

The participant’s book will be avail-
able before the series starts. Be-
cause of a generous gift, we are 
able to underwrite most of the cost 
of the books.  A donation of $5 for each book will be greatly   
appreciated. 
 
 
 

ODD MONTH ED @10:30 
 
Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31  

“EXPLORING C.S. LEWIS: 

 Leader:  Gordon Hess 

C.S. Lewis is acclaimed as a scholar 
and writer.  He is highly respected 
among Christians for his books on his 
own faith journey as well as other reli-
gious writings.  This class will allow 
the participants to examine and dis-
cuss the life and selected works of 
C.S. Lewis. 
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The following people have given 
of their time to be CPR and AED 
certified at First Presbyterian 
Church by your Parish Nurse. Our 
AED is a portable electronic de-
vice that automatically diagnoses 
potentially life threatening cardiac 
arrhythmias. 

Being prepared is crucial for we 
never know when an emergency 
will occur. If you would like to be 
part of the response team, please 
contact Sharon Troll. 

Our current volunteer response 
team is: 

Wayne Heisinger 
Bruce Williams 
Michael Frazer 
Susan Croshaw 
Josh Murray 
Geri Willoughby 
Rev. Judith Muller 
Dave McEachen 
Al Harper  
Sharon Troll RN 
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Watch for schedule 
and sign-ups on the 
Patio in December. 

C.S. Lewis 
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Mission & Outreach 

Director of Mission 
and Evangelism at 
First Presbyterian 
Church of Santa Bar-
bara, Chuck Curtis, 
has been named to 
the cabinet of the As-
sociation of Presbyte-
rian Mission Pastors 
(APMP) for 2009-10.  
He will serve as the 
representative for 
Southwestern U.S.  
APMP is the associa-
tion of mission pas-

tors, directors, and other mission professionals 
in the Presbyterian Church USA. 
 
Chuck was selected during the annual confer-
ence of APMP, held this year in Cincinnati, Oct. 
20-21.  He began serving as Director of Mission 
and Evangelism at First Pres in July, 2006.  He 
joined APMP in November, 2006.  In addition to 
his ministry at First Pres, Chuck serves as Chair 
of Church in the World, the mission committee 
of Santa Barbara Presbytery.  He also chairs the 
council of Presbytery’s mission conference, held 
each year in January. 

Chuck Curtis 

Trauma Care Training Program 
for Mission Workers 

 

Training continues in Northern Uganda pre-
paring mission workers to minister to the chil-
dren of this war torn country. I am training the 
staff of Sports Outreach as they prepare for a 
Trauma Care Camp for over 400 children. They 
will go into IDP (refugee) camps along the Su-
dan border and touch hundreds of little children 

with the Good 
News of Jesus. It 
is wonderful to 
hear the Ugandan 
Christians sing 
and praise God 
and share this 
message of hope 
and healing with 
the children. Alo-
ysius and his wife 
Esther are leading 
this great team. 
The staff of Action 

International of Uganda has invited me to train 
their orphanage and primary school staff. The 
Action staff that need support and practical skills 
to work with these hurting children are caring for 
many children abandoned or lost during the war. 
Missionaries Jerry & Candis Bingham are en-
couraged by the Care Corps training programs. 

Suzanne & Jim Witty 

SB Presbytery’s annual Mission Conference, January 16, 2010, 
will feature Dean Darrell Guder as keynote speaker.  Dr. Guder is 
Henry Winters Luce Professor of Missional and Ecumenical Theol-
ogy and Dean of Academic Affairs at Princeton Theological Semi-
nary.  He is editor of “Missional Church,” a book which is having 
deep and wide influence in the seminaries and churches of North 
America.  Supporting Dr. Guder and addressing the “Missional 
Church” theme will be Assoc. Prof. Miriam Adeney of Seattle Pa-
cific University, Assoc. Prof.  Ryan Bolger of Fuller Seminary, 

Exec. Dir. Rob Weingartner of The Outreach Foundation plus an outstanding group of workshop lead-
ers to lead the eleven workshops.  Go to the website (www.sbmissionconference.org), register for the 
conference, and then come to First Pres on Jan. 16 to be informed and inspired. 

Darrell Guder 
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Children & Families 



Youth Page 
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One of the many elements that struck me most when I had the wonder-
ful privilege to attend Youth Specialties’ National Youth Workers 
Convention at the LA Convention Center this past September was a 
presentation telling the story of a woman from Africa. This woman 
came from a small village in Africa to become a college professor in 
the US. As a young girl, this woman’s older brother was given food, 
an education, and became a Christian through his involvement and 
sponsorship through the organization Compassion International. This 
woman’s family was completely transformed by just her one brother’s 
involvement and support by Compassion. 

 
I shared my experience and interest in 
getting involved with this wonderful 
ministry with our high school youth 
group, and they all immediately were 
as enthused as myself. We whipped out 
a laptop down in the youth lounge and 
our students picked out a ten-year-old 
boy from Kenya named Daniel to spon-
sor. Our students were drawn to Daniel 
for three reasons:  1) he was older than 
most of the other 2,000 children de-
scribed on the website and our kids 
thought he may have a harder time get-
ting sponsored.  2) He had been wait-
ing for over six months to be spon-
sored.  And 3) he lives in an AIDS-
affected area. 

 
So every week both our junior high and high school students 
pray for Daniel and his family in Kenya, and have an oppor-
tunity to give towards his physical and spiritual livelihood.  I 
am proud of our kids’ eagerness to look outside their own 
lives and give to others. 
 
Another note, I am also proud to share our high school youth 
group’s new involvement with the Santa Barbara Rescue 
Mission.  Starting in December, our high school group will 
begin going to the rescue mission once a month to assist in 
serving dinner and participating in their daily chapel service.  
This will be a wonderful opportunity for the youth of our 
church to regularly put their faith into action to serve and 
support those in our community who greatly need it. 
 
It is so great to be part of a group that is working and giving 
outside itself. 
 
Josh Murray 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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     This month we will go to  
 
 
 
 
 

 
    In Buellton 

 

We’ll meet at 9:30 a.m. at the church  

on Wednesday, December 16 
 

¨  : ���
���%������;����
¨ �-��
��������9����%������
¨ �<�=�5����������
�
¨ �������/���
�9����>�� ��

 

Cost is $15 per person.  
If you want to know more  
about the “Chariot of Friends”  
or make your reservation 
just call Pat (682-1848)  
or Geri (445-8190).�
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Fellowship 
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Friday, December 11 
Social time 5:30 p.m.  
Dinner at 6:00 
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Plus a Play by Stuart MacMillan 
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Blackie, a Labrador Retriever is a life-like,  

full-sized stuffed dog. 
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December 16 
5:00pm-8:00pm  

 
We’ll gather at the church and travel by Vans  
to retirement homes for ������� �
and see some lights. 
 
Then return to the church for a  
��������!!��� �

Please bring  
"���#$����%���� �
which will be taken to  
Rescue Mission residents.  
�
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Presbyterian Women  
Invite YOU for a  
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On Thursday, December 10, 2009 
From 1:00 to 3:00 PM 

In Anderson Lounge 
 

 Enjoy Holiday Treats, Fellowship  
  and Music with Your Friends; 
   Christmas Carols will be sung. 
    (Gloves not required.) 

 
Transportation can be 
arranged, call 687-0754 
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Seek - Find - Respond 
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Clippers - Spares and Pairs are adopting 3 families 
through the Salvation Army “Adopt a Family” pro-
gram.  The Salvation Army has screened needy 
families in the Santa Barbara area that otherwise 
would not be able to celebrate Christmas. Last year 
they had 300 families apply and were only able to 
adopt out 125 families. We have not yet been as-
signed our families. They tell us the size of the family 
and ages of the children. If you would like to partici-
pate in this very meaningful and 
worthwhile outreach to our own 
local Santa Barbara families 
and/ or would like to adopt a 
family yourself or to donate 
money to provide gifts and 
food certificates please call 
(Geri Willoughby) at 455-8190. 
 
There will be boxes in the Pryor Fireside Lounge at 
the church in which you may donate your gifts.   
 
We need to provide: 
¨ At least one new wrapped gift or toy per child 
¨ At least one outfit of clothing 
¨ A gift for the parents of the family  
¨ Food or grocery vouchers for Christmas dinner 

 
Other suggested items are: 
¨ Christmas cookies 
¨ Decorations 
¨ Stockings or stocking stuffers for the kids 
¨ Anything else to help make Christmas special ---

Special for our families 
 
Clearly mark on each gift: age, name and gender, 
plus family number. It would also be helpful if you 
would (on a separate piece of paper) write what the 
item of the gift is. Have all gifts at the church office in 
the appropriate Christmas-wrapped box by Sunday, 
December 13th so they may be distributed to Salva-
tion Army and then to the respective families in a 
timely manor. 

 
Let’s make some families and children 

know what Christmas is all about by 
giving of our selves and showing 
them Christ’s love through us. 
 

Questions?  Feel free to call Geri  at 455-8190. 
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Presbyterian Women 
�
 

On behalf of the Presbyterian Women of the 
Santa Barbara Presbytery (PWP), I would like 
to extend our deep appreciation to the staff of 
First Presbyterian Church, who went out of their 
way to ensure we had a successful Global 
Marketplace sale. I would also like to thank all 
the FPC women and men who stepped up to 
volunteer including: Jo & Tom Bakker, Marga-

ret Brown, Kati Buehler, Dolores Crisp, Carol DuCharme, 
Rosina Harvey, Joy Hinn, Mary Howland, Esther Hur, Ruth 
Johannsen, Betty Kimbel, Jeannette Klingler, Susan Ly-
don, Mary & Fred Marsh, Michelle & Madison Martinich, 
Arlene Noreen, Jim Patchell, Beth Preston, Elizabeth Ral-
ston, Sue Schaefer, Juleine Schmidt, Laura & Dave Te-
chentin, Jacci Trandal, Eleanore Wennberg, and Lea Wil-
liams. Everyone had a lot of fun, and, most importantly, 
over $4,000 was raised to support home-industries and fair 
trade in third world economies. Thanks to all who helped 
and all who attended! God has done wonders among us! 
 

With deep gratitude, 
Noni Patchell 
Presbyterian Women liaison to Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery 
and Event Coordinator 
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At “Mission Through the 
Marketplace,”  PWP co-
moderator, Bobbie Rubin, 
shared about the recent do-
nation of $2,877+ that a 
Japanese hospital had given 
to Presbyterian Women 

(USA). This amount matched the amount of a Thank Of-
fering  grant given to the hospital many years before in its 
fledgling years. She told how the hospital had grown to 
become one of the most respected in the country and how 
it had been able to assist so many in need. This year, 
twenty-seven projects have been chosen to receive grants 
from the Thank Offering. Projects run the gamut from food 
banks, orphanages, homeless shelters and youth centers, 
to Veterans Family Reunification Program, Hope for Child 
Brides (in Utah), Cisterns Project (Haiti), starting up a ce-
ment block factory in Haiti, shoemaking training for dis-
abled women and youth in Rwanda, and developing a tea 
plantation in China. But, of course, money can only be 
given in these grants if it is first received. Normally taken in 
the fall, we will be receiving our Thank Offering  at our 
Christmas Tea  on December 10 . 
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at First Presbyterian Church of Santa Barbara,  
21 E. Constance Ave. Santa Barbara, CA  93105  

“I Am the Vine,  
You are the Branches” 

Cost is $35 per person 
Includes all materials 

plus dinner Friday and lunch Saturday 
 

Local transportation is available  
upon request. 

Partial scholarships are available. 
We may be able to help arrange child care 

Look for registration brochures,  
available in December.  
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